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Introduction

• Academic Criminology originated in Western countries, primarily Europe and US 

• However, influential scholars have pointed out that criminology has been 

predominantly a “Northern” (largely Western) academic enterprise (Carrington, 

Hogg, and Sozzo 2016) 

• Influenced by the development of global interdependence, criminologists are now 

paying increasing attention to non-Western societies, with more global outlooks 

beyond the West
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Achievement of criminology as a discipline

• Criminology originated in western countries during the 18th century

• “On Crimes and Punishments”, by the Italian lawyer Cesare Beccaria (1764) 

• Positivist school was established in the 19th century

• Cesare Lombroso, raised the idea of “criminal man” in 1880

• His student, Raffaele Garofalo, coined the word “criminology” in 1885

• The early great progress of criminology occurred during the early years of the 20th century in the 

United States and Europe

• “Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology”

• “British Journal of Criminology” 

• Turning points for criminology since the last half of the 20th century (Braithwaite, 2000)

• Criminology grew away from the more established social sciences and became an independent discipline 

(Miller, 2009)

• Cross-regional, cross-cultural comparative studies --- criminological studies across countries. Criminology has 

developed to become international criminology
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Current state and challenges for criminology

• Examining the current state of criminology, the lack of studies on non-western 

contexts and the dominance of western-based criminology has been a major 

shortcoming (Carrington et. al. 2019). 

• Most research is based on Western data, addresses Western concerns, and adopts 

Western literature and perspectives, but tends to generalize the results as universally 

valid to all the places (Connell, 2006)

• Thus, the canon of criminology, just like other social science disciplines, is western, 

white and male (Aas 2012; Bosworth and Hoyle 2012; Lee & Laidler, 2013) 
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Problems with Western-centrism within criminology

Increasing attention has been paid to the weaknesses of the Western dominance 

within criminology:

• Firstly, the Western-centrism leads the non-Western criminology significantly ignored 

and marginalized (Moosavi, 2018; Moosavi, 2019)

• Secondly, Western dominance leads criminological theories and policies may not be 

applicable in non-Western contexts (Messner, 2015)

• Thirdly, the Western dominance hinders the progress of the international criminology

and the dealing with of the transnational crimes 

5



How to develop the non-western criminology

• Recently, debate on Western dominance within criminology have been reignited and many 

scholars have raised their suggestions to solve this problem. Such suggestions, amounting 

to the advance of non-Western criminology, comprise the rise of 

• Counter colonial criminology (Agozino, 2004)

• Transnational criminology (Bowling, 2011; Sheptycki, 2008) 

• African criminology (Agozino, 2010)

• Asian criminology (Liu, 2009; Liu, Hebenton, & Jou, 2013; Liu, 2016; Liu, 2017; Liu, 2018) 

• Southern criminology (Carrington, Hogg, & Sozzo, 2016; Carrington & Hogg, 2017; 

Carrington, Hogg, Scott, & Sozzo, 2018; Hogg, Scott, & Sozzo, 2017)

• This paper will specifically explain how to develop the non-Western criminology by 

presenting the example of “Asian Criminology”
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How to develop the non-western criminology

• Scientific paradigm 

• Thomas Kuhn: “The Structure of Scientific Revolutions” (1962), put forward the idea 

of “paradigm” and emphasized the important role of scientific paradigm

• Hutchin (2012) outlined conditions for a recognized “dominant paradigm”:

• Professional organizations; Dynamic leaders; Journals and editors writing about the ideology; 

Support from the government agencies (e.g., funding) and educators (propagating the 

paradigm’s ideas to students); conferences conducted to discuss ideas of the paradigm; Media 

coverage and so on

• Jianhong Liu first proposed the “Asian criminological paradigm” 

• Stressing the diversity of Asia, particularly encouraging the in-depth study of particular Asian 

contexts, traditions, and theoretical or practice models, and topics that are particularly Asian 

(Liu, 2009; Liu, 2018; Liu, 2017)
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Asian criminological paradigm as an example 
of a non-Western paradigm

a. Strategies for building and developing an Asian criminological paradigm

• Asian criminological paradigm provides three strategies for developing core 

concepts and theories for Asian Criminology (Liu, 2017; Liu, 2018)

• The first strategy is to transport Western mainstream criminological theories into 

Asian contexts and then to test whether these theories can similarly be applied in 

Asian contexts

• The second strategy is elaborating theories in different contexts (Liu, 2017; Liu, 

2018). The elaboration involves not only identifying the scope applied in influential 

theories, but also reworking or modifying those theories in new contexts

• The third strategy is to develop new concepts and theories in Asian contexts, just as 

advocated by John Braithwaite (2015)
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Asian criminological paradigm as an example 
of a non-Western paradigm

b. Institutional building and achievements of the Asian criminological paradigm

• First, the Asian Criminological Society (ACS) was established in 2009, when about 50 

criminologists from 14 countries and areas in the Asia-Pacific region gathered in Macau and 

the Society held its first Annual Conference (Liu, 2018)

• Second, the “Asian Journal of Criminology”, the official journal of the ACS, has played an 

important role in the development of Asian criminology since its establishment in 2006

• Third, many books on Asian criminology and criminal justice systems have sprung up 

• E.g., the Springer publisher has published a series of books, edited by Jianhong Liu, include “Handbook 

of Asian Criminology” (2013) and “Springer Series on Asian Criminology and Justice” (2016- ); the 

series have published five volumes of books. 

• Fourth, the rapid development of Asian criminology has attracted more and more scholars 

towards pay attention to the development of Non-Western criminology (Belknap, 2016; 

Braithwaite, 2015; Carrington, Hogg, & Sozzo, 2016; Moosavi, 2018; Walklate, 2016) 
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Asian criminological paradigm as an example 
of a non-Western paradigm

c. Further direction for Asian criminology

• First, exploring research questions of highly importance and salience in Asia

• E.g., in China corruption may be considered as more serious than violent crimes. 

Environment prolusion has been more concerned in China and India than in Europe and 

North America. Industrialization and urbanization have led to internal migration as a 

major process in Asian countries rather than to international migration in Western 

countries

• Second, developing research strategies and methodology with the best 

response to the specific features of Asian contexts and conceptual processes

• The common methods that applied in Western criminology may not be similarly 

applicable in Asian criminological research

• The different thinking models of the West and the non-West may also be a factor
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Conclusion 

• The Western-centrism within criminology has led the non-western criminology 

ignored, marginalized, and underdeveloped

• Moosavi (2019) has said, multiple measures can be used to decolonize 

criminology, but the most promising one is to incorporate the non-western 

scholarship into teaching and research 

• A good example has been supplied showing how non-Western criminology may be 

developed: 

• Asian criminology (Asian criminological paradigm), to a certain extent, partly changed the 

Western-centric state of criminology and promoted the advance of international criminology

• It is advocated that more non-Western criminology be advanced
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